
COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 21, 2022

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua’i was called to order
by Council Chair Arryl Kaneshiro at the Council Chambers, 4396 Rice Street,
Suite 201, Lihu’e, Kaua’i, on Wednesday, September 21, 2022, at 8:31 a.m., after
which the following Members answered the call of the roll:

Honorable Bernard P. Carvaiho, Jr.
Honorable Mason K. Chock
Honorable Felicia Cowden
Honorable Bill DeCosta
Honorable Luke A. Evslin
Honorable KipuKai Kuali’i
Honorable Arryl Kaneshiro

APPROVAL OF AGENDA.

Councilmember Chock moved for approval of the agenda, as circulated,
seconded by Councilmember Kuali’i.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We received no written testimony. Is there
anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify? None.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting proceeded as
follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or discussion on this
item from the Members? Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I see there is a lot of people here for an item
later in the agenda. Is there going to be any movement, or not?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: No. We have someone presenting on a
Committee Report, and they need to be done by twelve o’clock. We might have to
move the Committee Report up, but other than that, we will go through the agenda
as we always do.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or discussion from
the Members?

The motion for approval of the agenda, as circulated, was then put, and
unanimously carried.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

MINUTES of the following meetings of the Council:

September 7, 2022 Council Meeting
September 7, 2022 Public Hearing re: Bill No. 2878 and Bill No. 2879

Councilmember Kuali’i moved to approve the Minutes, as circulated, seconded
by Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We received no written testimony on this
item. Is there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify? Are there any
questions or discussion on this item from the Members?

The motion to approve the Minutes, as circulated, was then put, and
unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

INTERVIEW:

BOARD OF REVIEW:

. Julie Black Caspillo — Term ending 12/31/2025

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I will suspend the rules. Ellen, would like to give an
introduction?

ELLEN CHING, Boards and Commissions Administrator (via remote
technology): Today, I am pleased to introduce Julie Black
Caspillo. Julie graduated early from high school. So, she and her friend set off on an
adventure from California to Kaua’i. At the time, she had no inkling that decision
would be a turning point in her life. The initial vacation was extended and extended,
until a year later, she decided to make Kaua’i her home.

She enrolled at Kaua’i Community College and worked nights at Hanamã’ulu
Café. She later enrolled at the University of Hawai’i at Mãnoa and graduated with a
degree in fashion merchandising and design. Upon her return, a few years later, she
became a real estate agent, and just three (3) years later earned her broker’s license
and opened her own company Kaua’i Dreams Realty.

Along the way, Julie got married and had two (2) daughters, one working in
California as a paralegal, and the other has joined her to work in her real estate
company. When I asked Julie, had she ever visited Kaua’i before perhaps on a family
vacation, she replied, “No.” I asked her, did she come from a family of
entrepreneurs? No, again. In fact, she and her sister were raised by a single mom
who was a dental hygienist. In her mind, that made her independent. I thought what
a gutsy girl and told Julie, “You have two (2) daughters, can you imagine your

/
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seventeen-year-old daughter telling you, “I am taking off to a place I have never been
for vacation! And it is going to be for a while!” Julie did say, her mom was not happy
about it. I asked her what made you stay, and Julie said, “Just look at this place.”
Julie’s life story is of someone with a great sense of adventure, grit, determination,
and focus. She created a life for herself and her family in the place of her dreams. It
is no wonder that she named her company Kaua’i Dreams Realty. In her free time,
she enjoys bodyboarding, working out at the gym, and doting on her two-year-old
grandson. With all her business experience, I am grateful that Julie is willing to
volunteer to donate her time and expertise to the Board of Review.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Julie, would you like to add anything?

JULIE BLACK CASPILLO (via remote technology): Thank you, Ellen. I do not
know if she mentioned that I have already served six (6) years on the Board of Review.
I have experience and I am happy to serve again.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions from the Members?
Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Julie, you might remember that even before I
was elected, I enthusiastically endorsed you for this position. One of those reasons
and I want to ask if it is still the same? My knowledge of you is that you sell a lot of
homes to residents and first-time homeowners. What is your main market that you
do as a realtor?

Ms. Black: Thank you. Yes, in the beginning of my
career, my focus was selling to residents and first-time homebuyers. When the
market was changing, I saw that the foreclosures were happening. I went, applied,
and specialized in foreclosures in 2008-2012. Unfortunately, these days it is mixed.
We try to sell to first-time homebuyers, but we have to be realistic. Survival—we
have to sell at the higher price ranges also. I hope that answers your question.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. I have another question. This is
something that you will be dealing with a lot. We have had changes to the Real
Property Tax (RPT). Yesterday, I got another distressed call from someone who is a
longterm provider of rentals at market rate, but for people who work here. We have
a very big challenge right now with people having RPT amounts misapplied. Have
you been following the tax rates and challenges? You are going to have your hands
tied a little bit. It is going to be more extreme from the six (6) years you previously
served. Have you been following the issue relative to Residential Investor being
applied to residential houses?

Ms. Black: I am not sure exactly what you are asking, but
I think I understand that you are saying we will have a lot more appeals due to the
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new Residential Investor Threshold. What I learned at the Board and Review, is that
we are not there to “make the law,” we are there to see if the law has been equitably
applied.

Councilmember Cowden: I think that is accurate, but you are going to
see a lot of it, because we have a lot of challenges. I am going to do my best to change
that law.

Ms. Black: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Members? If not, is there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify? Is
there any final discussion from the Members? Councilmember DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: Yes. This is a message for realtors in general.
Because of the housing crisis, and you mentioned that your “heart” is in the right
place to sell to local families. Now that the market has changed and prices are higher,
realtors make a higher percentage when the seller sells it for more. It seems that
realtors have some control over the buy and sell market on the higher end. I want to
let the realtors know to try your best and sell to local families. When mainland people
offer one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) more, and you make an extra five
thousand dollars ($5,000) on the sale, have a heart for local families. I know it is hard
to do, but I am trying to pass along a message. We do not know how we are going to
curb this, it is a real problem, and I want you folks to know that it exists. Thank you.

Ms. Black: Thank you, Councilmember DeCosta. I want
to let you know that in our office, our philosophy, is to try and sell not only to island
residents, but to essential workers. We do make that a priority in our office on sales
and rentals.

Councilmember DeCosta: We do appreciate it, thank you so much.

Ms. Black: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvaiho: Good morning, Julie. I just wanted to say
mahalo. I have known you and your ‘ohana a long time. All the work you have done
by reaching out into the community. I know housing is at the forefront with you and
making sure the residents have the opportunity. To you and your daughter, I wanted
to say mahalo for stepping up to the plate and for your hard work and commitment
to our community. Mahalo.

Ms. Black: Thank you, Councilmember Carvaiho.

I
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I mahalo you, Julie. To the listeners and
viewers, for the Board of Review, it is hard to have a better applicant than someone
who is a real estate worker. It takes nuance to understand what is going on in the
market and the laws surrounding it. It is excellent that we have someone in real
estate that is being chosen for this. I know Julie. I see her being compassionate and
operate with integrity. I appreciate that. I will state that the house I live in, I bought
at a low price, and it came through her office. I would not have a house if it was not
for the type of products that I have known her to sell and being helpful. I acknowledge
that I may be biased, but I have experience. I appreciate that there is integrity.
Thank you.

Ms. Black: Thank you, Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, Julie, I will
definitely be voting for your appointment to the Board and Review. You are a good
candidate, you have been there, and you have the working knowledge to be there.
Thank you for your service and thank you for your willingness to volunteer for that
Commission.

Ms. Black: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, thank you, Julie
and Ellen. Next up, is the Consent Calendar.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

C 2022-211 Communication (09/12/2022) from Councilmember DeCosta and
Councilmember Carvalho, transmitting for Council consideration, Proposed Draft
Resolutions relating to the County’s Structurally Balanced Budget and Reserve Fund
Policies.

C 2022-2 12 Communication (09/12/2022) from Councilmember Kuali’i and
Councilmember Carvalho, transmitting for Council consideration, a Resolution
Supporting Operation Green Light For Veterans.

C 2022-213 Communication (09/14/2022) from Councilmember Carvalho and
Councilmember Kuali’i, transmitting for Council consideration, a Resolution
Authorizing The Transfer Of The Real Property Identified As Tax Map Key (TMK)
No. (4) 3-8-018-012 To Grove Farm Company, Incorporated For The Purpose Of
Operating An Adolescent Treatment And Healing Center.

Councilmember Kuali’i moved to receive C 2022-211, C 2022-212, and
C 2022-213 for the record, seconded by Councilmember Chock.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: We received no written testimony on these
items. Is there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

JOANN YJJKIMURA (via remote technology): Yes, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: JoAnn, I think you are going to be testifying
on an item coming up later?

Ms. Yukimura: I am testifying on the Resolutions, which is
covered by C 2022-2 11. I believe it is the first item on the Consent Calendar.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay, say which item you are testifying on,
and we will incorporate that testimony into the actual Resolution.

Ms. Yukimura: Thank you. May I proceed?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Yes. You may proceed. Let me know which
item you are talking on first.

Ms. Yukimura: Council Chair Kaneshiro and Members of the
Kaua’i County Council, good morning. I present this testimony on both
Resolution No. 2022-35 and Resolution No. 2022-36 because they go hand in hand.
Resolution No 2022-35 amends Resolution No. 2017-29, which supports a structurally
balanced budget. Resolution No. 2022-36 amends Resolution No. 2017-28, which
updates and strengthens the County’s Reserve Fund and Reserve Policy. Resolution
No. 2017-29 and Resolution No. 2017-28, which are being proposed to be amended,
do not seem like appropriate vehicles by which to establish annual appropriations of
real property revenues for affordable housing. Both Resolutions are well-intended,
but I believe they are not binding. By my understanding, they just lay out guidelines
for the Council to follow or not follow. As such, I do not believe they would support
the floatation of a bond for affordable housing. If I am mistaken, I would like to see a
written opinion from bond counsel assuring the County that the subject resolutions
would support a bond float. I suggest that such a written opinion should be provided
before any vote is taken on these Resolutions, because a bond float is essential for
leveraging any appropriation for affordable housing.

The amendments proposed by Resolution 2022-35 would result in an internally
contradictory document. On page 2 of Resolution 2022-35, it defines General Fund
appropriations for affordable housing projects as “recurring expenditures,” and in the
next paragraph the definition of “non-recurring expenditures” are defined as “Special
Projects such as capital improvements, asset acquisition and other costs that the
County incurs infrequently.” The description of nonrecurring expenditures sounds
like common expenditures for affordable housing—capital improvements, acquisition
of land, etc., but appropriations for affordable housing are defined as recurring. The
contradictions are even stronger in Resolution 2022-36, where the appropriations for
affordable housing are explicitly defined as “exceptions.” On page 2, Resolution
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No. 2022-36 says that the Reserve Fund is intended to be used for “unanticipated and
non-recurring costs and is reserved based on priority in the following order” in which
“affordable housing infrastructure or land acquisition” is identified as the fifth
priority, even though Resolution No. 2022-35 defines appropriations for affordable
housing projects as recurring expenditures.

In the last “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED” paragraph on page 2 of Resolution
No. 2022-36, it is stated: “the Reserve Fund should only be used to provide a
short-term solution to maintaining necessary services until revenue growth and/or
expenditure reductions are instituted to balance the budget and normalize cash flow”
but because expenditures for affordable housing do not fit within those words,
affordable housing expenditures had to be added--again, like an exception. Finally,
the Reserve Fund Policy attached to Resolution No. 2022-36, is amended by
Resolution No. 2022-36. On page 2 of Exhibit “A” the section entitled “Use of
Reserves” says: “It is the intent of the County to limit use of the general fund reserves
to address unanticipated or non-recurring needs. Reserves shall not normally be
applied to recurring annual operating expenditures.” Because those original words do
not encompass affordable housing expenditures which are not “unanticipated or
non-recurring needs, Resolution No. 2022-36 proposes to amend that sentence by
adding: “with the exception of appropriations for affordable housing projects,”
showing again how incompatible it is to use reserve funds for affordable housing
appropriations. In conclusion, I am opposed to Resolutions No. 2022-35 and 2022-36
for the following reasons: 1. They are inappropriate and insufficient vehicles for
earmarking affordable housing appropriations. The proposed amendments are
attempting to fit a square peg into a round hole. 2. Ironically, they establish a
dangerous and inappropriate precedent for more inappropriate appropriations that
could siphon off the reserves. 3. There is no assurance that a bond for affordable
housing could be floated based on the proposed amendments. 4. The ease with which
these resolutions can be passed (no public hearing nor second reading required) shows
how easily the proposed affordable housing provisions could be removed. This does
not meet the need for a stable, substantial, and long-term source of unrestricted
capital required to move the needle for affordable housing.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: JoAnn, that is your six (6) minutes.

Ms. Yukimura: I respectfully urge that both Resolutions be
received. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I have a clarifying question. Councilmember
Kuali’i. Did you submit this to us in writing, or can we have it?

Ms. Yukimura: No, but I will, sir.

Councilmember Kuali’i: Can you do it right away? Thank you.
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Ms. Yukimura: Yes, I will. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you, JoAnn. I opened the Consent
Calendar for one (1) testimony. I may as well do it for all. On the Consent Calendar,
there is the Adolescent Treatment and Healing Center. If anyone needs to leave or
does not want to stick around, they can provide their testimony now, but you are not
going to be able to testify again when the item comes up. Typically, it is for someone
who is not going to stick around or does not want to state a testimony later. Lonnie,
do you want to testify now, and we will incorporate your testimony into the Bill.

LONNIE SYKOS: Can I get a copy of the Resolution since I am
not able to read it.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I think we need to print it out.

Mr. Sykos: For the Council. The reason why the public
does not come is because how hard it is to communicate with you people. Fix the
screen and put the document on the screen, so that we can communicate. You blind
us. We come up here and I am the blind leading the blind because I cannot read the
documents. This is a joke, this is why the public does not come, therefore, the public
does not vote. Regarding the language, you do not even have a copy for. . . maybe I can
bring my computer, but I cannot get online here. Unless I want to print this out at
home at my own nickel, this is disgusting. You need to receive this Resolution. To
the Mayor, this Resolution is so dishonest, that I will probably go home and take a
four-by-eight (4x8) sheet of plywood and create a campaign sign for the man running
against you who I know nothing about. However, I sat in here for twelve (12) years
over this treatment center. The reason I am so upset today is what you lay out in
here with the “whereas, whereas, whereas” is factually incorrect. From my
perception, it is intentionally lying. We are in the middle of a lawsuit over this. We
are in a lawsuit because the contractor is claiming, which is a fact, that they were
define by both the Council and the Administration. This is nothing but an attempt
to whitewash what the County Council and Administration have done. Where this
thing falls apart, this is at the end of the first page, “Whereas the County executed
the contract the Adolescent Treatment and Healing Center on October 3 1~.”
However, “Whereas on March 14th, at the offset of global COVID-19, the facility was
requisitioned to operate as a COVID-19 isolation center.” The problem with this is
you left a whole bunch of facts out. What the facts are is, you did not ever appropriate
any money to open this. You defrauded us, you lied to us. You went through this
whole kabuki theater to set this up and you never had any money to do it. The fact
that COVID-19 came, was an excuse, not the cause, of the misuse of the facility. It is
a fact that in the newspaper Sarah Blane stated, at the time Grove Farm wanted it
back you had not executed the contract, the County admitted it had not executed the
contract, it was never going to open, et cetera. Thank you.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else in the audience who
wants to testify now on the item? Again, it will come later in the agenda. If you
testify now, we will add it to the item. You can have your second three (3) minutes.

Mr. Sykos: We are still here, March 14th...

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Mr. Pa wants to speak.

ROBERT PA: Hi, Chief Robert Pa, from the Polynesian
Kingdom. This facility that they built.., my son had to go to O’ahu and my daughter
had to go to jail, because we did not have this facility. We have the facility now. You
used it as a scamdemic, taking it away from our people. I had to fly to Honolulu to
visit my son in treatment. I love my son; I love my children. I want to help them.
My three (3) children who had problems, they are doing good now. I had to fly there,
and I could not take my grandchildren to see them. We have a facility here that is
built, why are we not using it for that reason? It was built for that reason, so why
are we not using it today? Like I said earlier, over two hundred (200) people per day
are dying from this “drug.” It is a problem, the police are not doing anything, and
they are getting away with it. The police know who are selling the drugs, but they
are not getting arrested. Why are we not opening this facility and why is there no
funds to run this program? Why is this facility not for our people and children who
need help? People who really want help, they cannot leave here because they will
miss their grandchildren and children, they will leave behind to go get help. Why can
they not do it right here in our own homeland? We have to fix our problems, it is on
you to help us fix our problems, and it is a problem. Scandemic is not a problem. It
was all made up. We all fell for it, well whoever got the shots fell for it. We did not.
I call it the “intelligence test.” Whoever took it, was not that intelligent. Now, I am
faced with helping my children. I do not want my grandchildren doing drugs. I want
a place for them. I want a place for my friends. My daughter is willing to work at
this facility because she has been a problem. She had that, and now she is not. She
is going strong. My other daughter, her children’s dad relapsed a week ago. The very
next day, she jumped on a plane. It happened on a Friday, and Saturday, they left
Kaua’i. She took them to a place in foreign land, there is no one that knows anyone
there. She took him there because there is no treatment center here. Now, I have to
miss my grandchildren that I watched every single day, and I am only able to see
them on the phone. Why? Because no one cares about our children. I cannot say no
one. We all care, we all have a heart, so please put it in the right place. For the sake
of our children and the love of God for our children, please help our people. Thank
you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Mr. Pa, that is your first three (3) minutes.

Mr. Pa: Thank you.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else wishing to testify for the
first time? Bruce.

BRUCE HART: For the record, Bruce Hart. As I remember, I
sat through every single Council and Committee Meeting on this subject. I testified
several times. I said to all of you that was here at that time, this would not work.
The model that you set up, at that time, was already proven to not work by the places
that had been implemented before... on the mainland. JoAnn Yukimura got up and
testified in agreement with me and I with her. They do not work. Now we have this
problem that I foresaw coming. The money spent, the time. People think it is just
the money that was spent on the facility. It is the time, like “now.” I said this before.
How much does it cost to convene this Council, to pay all of you to be here, and all of
us have to be here when this could have been prevented? I said at the time, indemnify
one of the Christian Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Programs. Indemnify those
people and give it to one of them. You cannot even find someone who wants to run
the place and that was mentioned at the time. This is so sad. What are we going to
do about the drug problem in our community? They do not even prosecute these
people. The police catch them, and they do not prosecute them. The cases are
dismissed and plea-bargained down to lesser charges. These people go right back to
it again. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else for the first time? State
your name for the record.

KEA KANEALI’I: Kea Kaneali’i. I see you folks sitting down
and listening to testimonies. I want to question you and you have told me what is
going on. I read the paper about the facility that is not being used. How come it is
not in use? I am new, I do not know what is going on, and I want you to tell my why
it is not in use.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Kea, that is going to come up later when we
get to this item on the agenda. We are giving anyone the opportunity to... it will get
answered when the item comes up.

Councilmember Cowden: We cannot do it now; we are not allowed.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: It will come up later.

Mr. Kaneali’i: I am just getting my feet wet.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else for the first time? Tracie.

TRACIE FU: Good morning, everyone. Tracie Fu. My son
is Austin Thronas, he passed away on August 30, 2021, from a fentanyl overdose. I
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am here to say and remind everyone of the need, to remind everyone that it is there.
I ask the adults in the room to please think about the children. I brought mine, I
brought some of mine. When you vote, I want you to look at them. That vote is going
to determine what facility is going to be open for them. They have already lost
enough. Robert is holding my granddaughter; he is the other grandfather. We are
the only sought of her community. I am asking you folks right now... Robert, can you
please hold her up? This is Ku’ulei Thronas-Pa. She is sixteen (16) months old. This
is what we are going to do for the rest of our lives. Her dad is not here because of the
problem with fentanyl. I have a couple of things to read to you folks.

Dear Council Chair Kaneshiro and Councilmembers (this is not from me), as
the Council is aware, in 2017, Grove Farm Company, Incorporated donated
approximately five (5) acres of land to be used in perpetuity as an Adolescent Health
Treatment Center. Grove Farm’s donation was the combination of many years of
work by the community and community stakeholders, and the County, all of whom
which believed that such a facility was urgently needed. Grove Farm has made the
gift of the land subject to a ride of reversion if the County failed to use the property
as its intended purposes. Unfortunately, the County’s inability to open and operate
the treatment center has caused Grove Farm to seek to recover the property. We
understand that the Council has expressed concerns about reconveying the property
to Grove Farm due to concerns about the potential for it to be used and that would
not benefit the public. Please accept this letter as our insurance that Grove Farm
intends the property for adolescent treatment purposes and is actively seeking
partners and funding to operate the facility in order to avoid pointless litigation. In
the interest of opening the facility as soon as possible, Grove Farm is willing to a deed
restriction for the property that will require its use solely for the public benefit
purposes, including without limitation; health care, education, and/or community
outreach purposes. While Grove Farm is not currently seeking funding from the
County, once the plans for the facility had come to focus, we could look forward...

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I am sorry, Tracie, that is your first three (3)
minutes.

Ms. Fu: Okay.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We are going to go back around the room for
everyone’s second time, and you can have another turn.

Ms. Fu: Ku’ulei’s name is on, so I will take the rest of
her time.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: If you can have Ku’ulei read it, we usually
only let people...
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Ms. Fu: Ku’ulei is sixteen (16) months old, I am
reading on her behalf, and I will be on her behalf for the rest of her life. Let me read
this on her behalf.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Tracie, you can have your other three (3)
minutes after.

Ms. Fu: Thank you, Council Chair Kaneshiro, thank
you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else testifying for your first
three (3) minutes?

EARL THRONAS, JR.: Earl Thronas, Jr. I spoke the last time. Like
I said, I was the one who got the call when my brother passed that night. I was the
one who found him. In seeing all of that and looking at what the County’s reaction
to it is kind of heartbreaking and a slap in the face. A lot of times I see... I try and
involve myself in the community. I coach flag football, and I try to give back a little
to make a difference in one (1) of their lives. I feel no one is meeting us halfway. I
feel like it is like, “Oh okay, your brother died.” If my brother was to commit a crime,
the results would be very quick and without question. I do not come up here for
publicity. I am up here for my niece that I need to help my mom take care of, for my
son, for their classmates, and that generation. I am close with Bryan Baptise’s son,
and he still struggles today. It hurts me to see that. I know Bryan Baptise was one
of the main people initially pushing for this. I am asking you folks, please think about
the children and the community. Think about your children, nephews, and nieces.
Fentanyl is killing children without them even knowing. I am asking you to please
find it in your hearts to think about the children, because they are innocent. They
make mistakes. Nowadays, this mistake can be your last. Please, thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kuali’i.

Councilmember Kuali’i: This is a clarifying question and I am actually
asking this of everyone, too. We really appreciate your heartfelt stories, but please
be clear and tell us if you are in support or opposition to the Resolution. We do not
want to take for granted what your position is.

Mr. Thronas: As far as?

Councilmember Kuali’i: Is your testimony in support of the Resolution
that we will be considering today, which is to move forward, give the property back
to Grove Farm, so that they can operate...
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Mr. Thronas: Yes, give the property back to Grove Farm, so
that the purpose of the land can be fulfilled as the plan was in the beginning. There
were other buildings that could have been used for COVID-19.

Councilmember Kuali’i: Your answer is, “yes,” you are in support?

Mr. Thronas: Yes.

Councilmember Kuali’i: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you, Earl. Is there anyone else for the
first time? For the second time, we will go back in order. Lonnie.

Mr. Sykos: For the record, Lonnie Sykos. I support giving
this facility back to Grove Farm. I do not support this Resolution. I do not support
this Resolution because all this “whereas” facts are not facts. From the doctor to the
Ethics Commission, every single person on the Ethics Commission is protected by the
Federal Constitution in a Right to Political Speech. The Ethics Commission, just like
you, constantly fails the public. How is it that two (2) of the principals in the lawsuit
that this represents, are involved in this? Were you not the Vice Chair of the Council
at the time we approved accepting this property and funding the Adolescent
Treatment and Healing Center, when Mel was the Chair?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I was never a Vice Chair but keep on with
your testimony.

Mr. Sykos: Anyways. The principals involved in this that
created this lawsuit for us, this conflict, should not be involved in this Resolution
pushing to get rid of it. This is a whitewashing of what occurred. If you go back to
May 23rd, at that point, when the County government said, “We do not have the
money to operate it, we are terminating our contract with the provider.” At that
point, this had nothing to do with COVID-19. Zero. Sarah Blane came out in the
Garden Island Newspaper, and I will not quote her correctly, but what she said was
we are not giving the property back no matter what. We have all these people with
law licenses in the Administration, telling the public we are intentionally violating
our contract with Grove Farm because we are declaring a COVID-19 emergency.
Long after you failed to open it, you should have given it back to Grove Farm.
Everything written in this passed on May 27th, is waha, it is bull manure. I do not
want my integrity impugned by this fake and false timeline. You need to give the
land back. Both the Administration and the Council have zero integrity because you
cockroaches their property, you screwed up, did not get any money, and the reason
for that is, you were operating on a fifty million dollar ($50,000,000) or sixty million
dollar ($60,000,000) surplus that you burned up, and ran out of money.



COUNCIL MEETING 14 SEPTEMBER 21, 2022

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Lonnie, your three (3) minutes is up. Not to
extend what you were saying earlier, but Lonnie, that is the second time you
complained about us having a screen with nothing on it. We did not have anything
to present on the screen. If you need a copy of a bill, you can let us know ahead of
time and prior to coming in.

Mr. Sykos: What should be up there is the Resolution.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Everyone has access to that. Thank you.
Next up, Mr. Pa.

Mr. Pa: Hi and aloha again. While holding my
granddaughter, thinking she needs to go the rest of her life without her dad, and the
love from her dad. Especially a person like him, he was a very good man. It is very
sad. I will do anything to protect her. Even if I need to go in and help with that
facility. I just went to court, helped a person who was on drugs for a long time, Uriah
Calcano, he is on his way to the facility on O’ahu. These are the things I help with
and doing on my own. I bring people from jail to my house because they cannot get
the help, no one is helping them. I take families in left and right, you can ask my son
or my children’s mom. My doors are always open to people who do drugs, because if
I can help them, I want to be a part of that. To hear people say all of this and to give
the land back to Grove Farm, where did the land come from? Grove Farm. Who
owned it before Grove Farm? This facility, please help us with this facility, make it
right. Get it up and running as soon as possible, we need it, and before the next
person dies. Please help the families. The drug is so addicting that they do not care.
It is hard to love someone even if they do not care, I still want to bend over backwards,
and help them. But we cannot because of the Catch-22 of how everything happens
around here. The problem that we need to fix, is the day of problem of the overthrow,
because it is not getting fixed and getting whitewashed under the table. The agenda
comes up, and if it changes, it changes the rules and regulations, so they can run and
keep doing what they are doing. If there is any possible way you need people to help,
I am willing to help, my daughter is willing to help, and I know some good people who
are willing to help and support this. Please do the right thing and help us out. For
the sake of my granddaughter and all the families that need to live because people
had problems that we could not help. Please, I am asking each and every one of you,
please. I am willing to help with whatever I need to do. I helped with that facility. I
got called at the last minute because the cement pump...

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Mr. Pa, that is your final three (3) minutes. I
have a clarifying question. I do not want to answer it for you. Are you in support or
opposition of the Resolution to deed the land back to Grove Farm?

Mr. Pa: If Grove Farm turns that into a place, yes. If
they are going to put in a facility that is going to help our people, yes.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay, thank you.

Mr. Pa: Thank you.

Mr. Kaneali’i: Listening all of these people about drug
addiction, let me tell you something about drug treatment facilities. It is a revolving
door, that is the problem. How many people go away to drug treatment, come home,
and they go right back? Unless they want it, it is not going to help. We need the drug
facility, and we need the treatment. If they do not want to put it in their backyard,
put them in Anahola. When I grew up, Anahola had the first ever boy’s home.
Anahola has the best drug facility right now. Seventy percent plus (70%+) improve
come out of U-Turn for Christ, more than any other drug facility. The County is not
even spending a penny or giving them money. They are on Hawaiian Homeland. You
folks should think about that instead of listening to everyone else. Look into why
U-Turn for Christ has a better outcome than any other drug facility. When you talk
about drugs, I have been there, I know. Do not be scared to ask for help. We all need
to be in this together and as a group. If Grove Farm wants to “chicken out,” let them
“chicken out” and find another place. Come to Anahola. Councilmember Kuali’i is
right there. Like I said, it is already there. U-turn for Christ is already there, you
might as well add to the next parcel. It is only a fire burning area, you might as well
make use of it, instead of letting the Anahola people burn the place up. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Next up is Bruce.

Mr. Hart: For the record, Bruce Hart. At first, I want to
say to the public that every single person sitting here cares. This idea that somehow
you do not care, is bologna. You all have families here. I see it. Except for one, like
me. You were all born and raised here. I know that, and I am acknowledging that.
I am upset because of what I said before. These programs do not work. The model
upon which this is based has been proven to not work. I am not the only one that
knows and believes that. I believe that because of my experience with the Lord Jesus
Christ, that he is the only way out of this. You keep looking for solutions, and there
are no solutions. Come onto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I shall
give you rest. I have pleaded with you. Indemnify a Christian-based drug and alcohol
rehabilitation program, one who has a proven track record and give it to them.
I cannot sit here and say, “Go ahead and try the model that does not work, spend
more money, and more time.” I asked the police. I stand up for Kaua’i Police
Department (KPD). These people work hard, they want to stop this, too. They work
hard. How disappointed they are when they have a case they have been working on
for years, and it gets dismissed, or it is never even charged. I talk to people; I have
seen the pain that drugs caused. I have them ringing in my ears because of drugs. I
have a war going on at my home because of drugs. Alright you folks, I will pray for
you.




















































































































































































